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several concerns w ith this. First of all, I needed to have
clarification as t o whether th is mea nt on e project, plural
projects, whether each project was g oing to fall u n der the
$1,800,000 cap, or whether this could be a multitude of projects
between now and 19 91, all with that cap because, n eedles s t o
say, in a district as large as So utheast Community Col l e g e ' s
district, there just are property tax monies which are funneled
into the City of Lincoln. And Leing a r ural le g islator, even
with some f airly s ignificantly sized cities in my district,
there is a lot of concern out there about how the p roperty tax
monies are be ing s h ifted in support of which campuses. We' ve
had some very bitter wounds in my dis trict about cl osing of
campuses, so I can certainly identify with Senator Owen Elmer's
p roblem, even though if it happens in one place, y ou k now, I
guess it ca n ha ppen another if we are going to try to bring
postsecondary education under control as fa r as expa n sion in
this state, and especially considering what Senator Vard Johnson
was pointing ou t to us ye sterday about the rate that we are,
p er capita, supporting postsecondary institutions in the Stat e
of Nebraska. I think there is a screaming need out there to
take a very hard, serious look at the number of dollars. This
state makes a commitment to education that is commendable, but I
do think t hat we need to talk about dollar investment and the
return and what we can, as a state, afford. So I did have s ome
concerns about this. I know that population demographics will
just tell you that education and the need for community c o llege
education is centered in Lincoln. We h ave a definite need in
rural Nebraska for community college education. And I wan t to
be sure tha t our investment, not only of state dollars but of
those property tax dollars, continue to go in that are a. I
believe I understand this amendment now to say that the $200,000
cap for capital construction projects will remain in place, and
that the community college system will have to come back, o ther
than this amendment, other than this specific exemption, for any
capital construction p roject over the $200,000. So that stays
in place. It was my concern that that remain in place an d not
be obliterated with this amendment. So , as I understand it now,
the community c o llege s ystem has reserves at hand for capital
construction. I wonder how all those reserves go t there, but
they do ha ve them. I certai nly co ncur with the need for
adjacent facilities for child care fo r p eo ple t o obtain
education. I t hink this is a screaming need in our country and
our state and I am glad to see that the community college system
is doing that. I encourage them to step forward and ma k e the
commitment a t th e Beat r ice c ampu s w h i ch is proposed in that
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